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Early marriages were common. They were mostly arranged marriages. Cross-cousin
marriages were popular and were thought to be obligatory. Menarikam, marriage alliance
between the son of a sister and the daughter of a brother, was felt desirable. Marriages
were celebrated, as they are mostly done even today, at the bride's place. The maternal
uncle played an important role In most of the festive occasions including marriages. He had
to offer gifts like new clothes on these occasions. The marriage ceremony came to include a
variety of customary practices, which, in later years, became a burdensome necessity. But,
in the course of the marriage event itself there were several practices special to this region.
Tying the manga/a sQtra and talambralu (which means showering turmeric rice with petals of
flowers on each other's head by the bride and the bridegroom) are the most important of
such age-old practices.
Life in Community
As patterns of settled life emerged with the consolidation of agriculture as a viable
occupation, need arose for a variety of services like the barbers, the washermen, etc. and rural
industries like pottery, carpentry and smithy. Self-sufficient villages contained people belonging
to these various occupations who generally resided in blocks. The village square, raccabanda,
with a pial under a shade-giving tree, usually a r&vi, a marri or a v&pa tree, offered a meeting
place for the villagers. Community entertainments or assemblies were convened here. Some
of the festivals observed by the entire community together (for example, 'gokulashtami') were
celebrated here.
There would be at least one temple In each village, but mostly a temple for Siva and
another for Vishnu were common. In some villages temples for other deities like Hanuman,
Vlnayaka and Veerabhadra were also found. Almost all the principal temples for Siva and
Vishnu also contained subordinate shrines for parivara gods or goddesses. For example,
Vlnayaka, Kumaraswamy, Parvati, etc. in a Siva temple, Rama, Venugopala, Garuda, Laxmi,
etc. in a Vishnu temple received worship. The temples were maintained by the revenues from
the lands gifted to them.
Till recently annual festivals in the form of the deities' marriages and other auspicious
occasions like Sivaratri were conducted with pomp and gaiety. In medieval times temples
played a significant role In imparting religious education through musical renderings and
dramatic performances. Richer temples functioned like institutions in which the services of
people belonging to several occupations were utilised. Even today major temples like that
of Venkateswara at Tirumala have been promoting widely diverse economic activities through
which a large number of families thrive.
Though guntkula system continued to impart specialised and advanced education, especialy
in fine arts, literature and traditional sciences, a more broad-based, general education was
catered through the 'pial schools'. The training in these schools mainly included reading,
writing and arithmetic and basic Information necessary for day-to-day life. Moral instruction
through popular 4aMams and select episodes from classics was the common content. The
system served the purpose until the British type of education was introduced.